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Spanning wars, religious controversies, revolutions, and more, The British World is a visual jewel

illuminating the history of this fascinating landâ€”and an essential reference to be treasured by

history lovers young and old. The authoritative content, unearthed across thousands of years,

immerses you in the full sweep of British historyâ€”from prehistory to the Romans, Saxons and

Normans, the Medieval Age, Tudor Britain, the Stuarts, the Georgian and Victorian eras, and the

modern age.Â The lush reference is interwoven with intriguing facts and insights into the fabric of

British life, from literary highlights to social amusements to trends of the day. Sidebars examine

significant people, as well as key cultural and artistic events. Featured quotes give voice to

unforgettable characters such as Henry VIII, Shakespeare, Jane Austen, Sir Francis Drake, Queen

Victoria, Winston Churchill, and Margaret Thatcher. Youâ€™ll discover time lines of key events in

each chapter, and family trees trace the line of descent of the monarchy to the present.Â Blending

compelling narrative, stunning photographs and artwork, and dozens of specially commissioned

maps, The British World takes you on a fascinating journey through time and place to tell the story

of the British Isles.
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Obviously covering the history of the British world is a big task and this book succeeds very well in a

space of 333 pages, with slightly more than half of the book devoted to text and the rest devoted

(mostly) to painting/pictures and some maps. The book is organized into 8 chapters, the beginning

of each gives an 8-10 page overview of the chapter (e.g., Tudor Britain, The Age of Empire) with



reference to the short (typically 2-page) subsections within each section (e.g., the dissolution of the

monastaries Shakespeare, the age of railroads, Irish home rule). The book is very easy to read

either as a complete history or set of topics - It can also serve as a browsing book or as a reference

book (though coverage of individual topics is not too deep, given short space devoted to each).I

found the book very readable and engaging and able (in those areas - mostly biography - where I

had some good knowledge) to provide quite a bit or information in a short space. The book is very

well illustrated with great pictures (and annotated) maps throughout. Although some describe it as a

coffee table book, it is not a huge book - pages are about 11 by 10 inches and book is about 1 and

a quarter inches thick. It is not so large that it can't be easily read.I really liked this book in all

respects - it is a good overall history that is both very comprehensive and also accessible - a reader

can easily find information on a topic (and the index is quite detailed).Very highly recommended!

Five stars.

This book is published by National Geographic, which hardly ever disappoints in terms of the quality

of the books (and magazines) it publishes.Here, this book is about the English world and it's great.

This book is organized in a chronological manner from the earliest pre-historic times to the modern

time. And it is full of lots of illustrations, including maps, pictures, portraits and similar.This is the

kind of book that you can look through and peruse or read from start to finish. The book is full of lots

interesting information to keep the reader entertained for a long time. Plus, there is enough detail

that after looking through this you emerge with a good sense of the British Isles and of the Empire

as well.If you have an interest in the subject, this is a really great book.

Oh, this book is gorgeous!It's big, full colored and chock full of history, maps, and interesting bits of

information. From Wars to the Beatles, it's a compendium of all things British.You can read it

straight through, or pick and choose the time periods or historical figures that interest you most.

While you've learned some of the facts in history class, each section delves into unparalleled detail,

giving you a fuller picture of the events and people that shaped Britain - then and now.And, as

expected from National Geographic, the photos are glorious.This is a book you'll keep out on your

coffee table. It's a showpiece.

I wish all the National Geographic almanacs were presented this way, as illustrated atlases. This is

what I wanted as a reference when reading British history. This is what I really want instead of the

American and World almanacs I recently bought.



This is a lovely coffee table book about Britain and its history. There are many full color maps, both

historical and current, and beautiful pictures. The book gives an excellent overview of Britain's

history from the Iron Age to modern day. Obviously it is abridged but it's quite thorough for an atlas.

I love the full color photographs. They are simply beautiful and worth it just to look at them. It takes

me right back to my travels there. And as an educator, I like to use it for reference. You can get

quick facts, time frames, etc. easily. Overall, it is a wonderful book.

This is a gorgeous thick coffee table book that you will pick up and pore over again and again. The

photographs are gorgeous, and the book is chock full of maps, timelines, artwork, and rich visuals.

The chronological set-up is perfect for reading a bit at a time. Each spread is a separate event or

topic with detailed text and one or more visuals. The print is small though not a strain for my eyes.

This book would be a perfect gift for the Anglophile in your life or the student about to take AP

European History or a college survey course.

This is a very nice-looking and informative coffee table book that would be a great gift for any

Anglophile/Downton Abbey enthusiast out there. It is laid out according to historic periods in Britain

with a nice balance of text to imagery. It deftly tiptoes around certain periods like the Thatcher years

and the Falklands War but gives a fairly accurate description of those volatile times.I would

recommend this book for anyone interested in a basic historical primer on the British World.

Beautifully illustrated and I was happy with the way it was shipped. I has a lot of information in it as

well but I would say it is information to get people interested in wanting to learn even more. It is not

as in depth on British history as it could be but it is an overall very nice book and well worth the

money I paid for it.
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